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Ceské zemé byly do roku 1918 sousti Rakousko-Uherska
Diky intenzivnimu rozvoji primyslu i zemédélstvi tvorily

od poloviny 19. stoleti ekonomické jadro monarchie. Spolu

s rakouskymi zemémi byly soucasti hospodarsky vyspélého
Predlitavska, na jehoz narodnim diichodu se podle odhadii
podilely téméf z poloviny. Potencidl Halice a druhé ¢asti mo-
narchie, Zalitavska, zahrnujici Uhry a Cast Balkanu, byl naopak
zaostavalo za nejvyspélejsimi zemémi, zvlasté pak ve srovnanf
s hospodarskym rozvojem Spojenych statd, ale i sousedniho
vilémovského Némecka.

Priimysl ¢eskych zemi dosahl pred prvni svétovou valkou
vysokého stupné rozvoje. Podle scitani obyvatelstva v roce
1910 zaméstnaval priimysl a Zivnosti v Cechach a ve Slezsku jiz
vice obyvatel nez zemé&délstvi. Pravé tyto dvé oblasti vydatné
zasobovaly monarchii uhlim a ocelr, ale i stéle vyspélejsimi vy-
robky strojirenského, elektrotechnického — a ovsem i zbrojniho
pramyslu. A naopak — rozvoj takového priimyslového gigantu,
jako byly pred vypuknutim svétové valky plzefiské Skodovy za-
vody, by byl tézko myslitelny bez zakéazek typu vyroby délovych
VEZT bitevnich lodf rakouského namornictva. Také rozvoj Batovy
obuvnické firmy byl spojen s obfim kontraktem — dodavkou
bot pro rakouskou armadu v uz probihajici valce.

FROM “MONARCHY'S
WORKSHOP" TO FIRST
REPUBLIC INDUSTRY

The Lands of the Bohemian Crown were part of Austria-Hun-
gary until 1918. Due to their intensive development of industry
and agriculture, they had formed the economic heart of the
monarchy since the mid-19th century. They were, together with
Austria, part of economically advanced Cisleithania, and their

estimated contribution to its national income was almost 50%.

The potential of Galicia and the second part of the monarchy,
Transleithania, including Hungary and part of the Balkans was
considerably lower. As a result, Austria-Hungary as a whole
was struggling to keep pace with the most developed coun-
tries, particularly with the economic growth of the United
States as well as its neighbour Wilhelmine Germany.

Before WWI, industry in Bohemian lands reached a very ad-
vanced level. According to the 1910 census, industry and trade
employed more inhabitants of Bohemia and Silesia than agri-
culture. It were these two sectors that supplied the monarchy
with coal and steel as well as with more and more advanced
engineering and electro technical products — arms industry
should also be mentioned here. It was a two-sided process,
the development of such an industrial giant as was Skodovy
zavody in Pilsen before the breakout of WWI would not have
been possible without such commissions as gun turrets for
Austrian navy battleships. The growth of Bata’s shoemaking
factory was also connected to an enormous contract — a sup-
ply of shoes for the Austrian Army in the already raging war.
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Stroj pro tlakové liti, typ CLP 408/2

1937-1945

Tovdrna na stroje a formy Ing. Josef Poldk,
Praha a ). Vltavsky, tovdrna na stroje
a slévarna, Rakovnik

Stroj je urcen k sériové vyrobé tvarové presnych
odlitkt z nezeleznych kovd (hlinik, slitiny médi).
Je konstruovan podle patentu Ing. Josefa Polaka
7 roku 1927, jehoZ vynélez tzv. studené komory
u tlakovych licich stroji znamenal velky pfinos
pro svétové slévarenstvi.

Usp&sna podnikatelska ¢innost Ing. Poldka
skoncila v roce 1939, kdy se jeho rodina stala
obéti rasové perzekuce.

Die-casting machine, CLP 408/2 type

1937—-1945

Tovarna na stroje a formy Ing. Josef Poldk,
Praha and J. Vltavsky, tovdrna na stroje
a slévarna, Rakovnik

The machine was intended for mass production
of precise castings from non-ferrous metals
(aluminium, alloys, copper). It was built
according to Ing. Josef Poldk’s patent from 1927.
Polak’s invention of a cold chamber mounted

in casting machines contributed greatly to
metallurgy on an international level.

Ing. Poldk’s successful business career was cut
short in 1939, when his family was subjected to
racial persecution.




